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—D-PILOT 4

This is no ordinary fisher - it has an innovative removable cuddy. Have we got you
interested yet? Well the £10K price tag should definitely get your atiention. lrving
Stewart has been finding out more about the Pilot 4.

purpose runasbout, enhanced
by a quick releess cuddy and
pleasing, aimost traditional
fines with a shghtly upward

rising deck. The Pilol 4 has a deap, safe internal

freeboard, is self-draining and very aittractively
mioulded with a dark blue hull and white deck
moulding. The craft is built using a wood frae
GRP pre-formed ‘chassis' that, when wet
bondad between the hull and deck mouldings,
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Charles originally conceived
modern, stylish altemative to tt
popular, but rather dated, dory format. Being
light and small the Pilot 4 is ideal for single-
handed beach launching, performs wall on low
horsepower angines and the easly removed,
vary stylish cuddy enables the crafl (o be

housed safely and conveniently in an ardinary
domestic garage.
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BpPoE 10 Exsure

The Piot 4 offers uncluttered cockpit space.,
{ransom and cuddy seating, a high degree of
safety and good forward visibility through the
cuddy although, unlike its larger sibling the
Pilot 6, it lacks through windscreen access
onto the foredeck - but this |s a delberate ploy
to maximise forward vislon. Howeaver, it does
offer a very pleasant ambience and more than
adequate performance on as little as 30hp,
wiih three or four adults on board

ed with contemporary engines such
eha 530 the Piiot 4 offers a whole

poNSIGerahie

Boal Mart |-danuary 2008 |43




Full width transom seat and locker

e B2 :
Deep bows and a beamy craft
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MAKING CHANGES?

When lesling this itle boat various things
became apparent. | felf that attention o these
would substantially add to the appeal of the
crafl. In subsequent lengthy discussions with
the boat's designer | was most pleasantly
surprised that Charles was so receptive to my
comments - even more surprised to leam that

A simple shallow Vee hull
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for 2009 some of these ara to ba addressed.
Cther iterns discussed were appreciated, but
it was felt that adding to the spacificatior of
the standard boat would only increase s very
attractive inltial cost - a very valid point.

To date sales of this boat indicate that
owners ara mare than satisfied with the current
specification, and perfectly happy to add

@ www.boatmart.co.uk

thoir own fodures and fings depending on
ther cralt'’s usage. The provision of aoditional
features such &s cuddy grab handles, mid
mounted cleats 1o secure bow moorning ines
and also oplional additional stowage are also
under investigation by the designer.

WHY WE LIKE IT

This & & remarkably easy boat to tow and
launch from a beach or puiiic slipway, evan
singla-handed, due to its low weight and wide
beam with shallow draft. The keel area has been
reinforced 1o resist damage and the relatively
gantle Vee hull profile means the boat does not
fall over’ when left on 2 mooring (or baach)
which dries out.

Obwiously in such a small boat balancing the
craft is very imporiant but with siowage both
fore and aft (and with 2 bow mounted fusl tank
iocation) this is not particuaiy dilicut. We
tested the Pict 4 with 2 cew of two, test gear
a full tank and just 30hp ==i=m and wers very
mpressad

Despite the broad beam i length profie
of the Piot 4 the quist Bitle Yamaha F30 on
the transom was more inan adegquate 10
get the boat up and running guite QuICkdy
provide a very respeciabie cruising speed
and even achieve a most impressive top end
performance. Unfortunately for engine suppliens
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uniess you intend o frequently load this boat

1o its mepdmum of over 600 kiograms the
fitting of 2 larger, and thus more expensive
engine wouid Seorm 10 be pointiess for most
usars. However, the iuary of power trim and tit
makes e so smple hat this “extra’ should e
consider=d the nom.

The Piot £, In igir conditions, gves a
piessare frmish ride, handies wall and goes
precsaly whers you point her. She is aiso guite
capable of ssiely nding out seas fwel in excess
of those in which loisure users will normaly
vaniurs) withoui getting those on the boat
soaked 10 the skin.

A GREAT BUY

FFor thosa new to boating, or as a replacemeant
boat for experienced boatars, the Pilot 4 18 certainly
& vary welcoma atternative to many far loss
attractive ‘budget’ craft, Currertly on offer al just
under £10k as a ready to go tum key package the
Pllot 4 Is certain to win many new ends. I

West Wales Yamaha H Bost only: £5,495 as tested (with Yamaha
Neytand, Pembroke F30 & unbraked trailerk £10,318
Tek 01646-502-288 8 Special Spring Ofter ffor orders paced

stand - max RPMVE 118

*Maximum speed recorded during sea trials was 29.4mph
“Planes at 3,500rpm/ 17.5mph
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